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Meet the 'Tax Domme,' the sex worker who
prepares other sex worker's income taxes
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Lori St. Kitts, author of "The Tax Domme's Guide for Sex Workers and All Other
People," is a Seattle-based tax preparer who is also a sex worker.
She took on phone-sex work to supplement her day job as a tax preparer while
homeschooling her two boys.
St. Kitts noticed that a lot of sex workers had questions about filing taxes in an online
messaging board, so she started helping out.
Now 51 years old and a grandmother, she continues doing sex work and expects to file
digital taxes for 150 sex workers this year.
Click here for more BI Prime stories.

Can a porn star deduct her 38EEE-size breast implants from her taxes? If a cam girl livestreams a
performance from her bedroom, does it constitute as a home office? Do ankle restraints and
chastity belts meet IRS requirements for eligible work-related write-offs?
While the average tax preparer might turn 50 shades of red from inquiries such as these, Lori St.
Kitts, the Seattle-based tax preparer known as "the Tax Domme," doesn't bat an eyelash — plus,
she actually knows the answers.
After all, when it comes to sex and taxes, she wrote the book on it, literally: "The Tax Domme's
Guide for Sex Workers and All Other People" is St. Kitts' way of showing her support of the sexwork industry, of which she just happens to be a proud card-carrying member.
Preferring to rely only on word of mouth, this year she estimates she'll file digital tax returns for
150 sex workers. While she may not be the only tax preparer serving the adult entertainer niche,
it's a small group and most of the other preparers are men.
"A lot of women come to me not because I'm a woman but because I'm a sex worker like them,
so I just get it, and that puts them at ease," said St. Kitts.

A side hustle as a phone-sex worker, an online message
board, and the beginning of a business opportunity
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Growing up in Seattle, St. Kitts was a fixture in the tax office where her mother worked, helping
out with odd jobs as a kid. By age 17, she found herself stationed behind an IBM typewriter,
manually typing client tax returns, when she famously proclaimed, "I'll never be a tax preparer."
Her mother just laughed.
In 1993, St. Kitt's got married and later the couple had two sons. Much to her mother's pleasure,
she continued her work as tax preparer, even joining H&R Block in 2000, where she worked
seasonally until 2002.
In 2005, while operating a home tax office, St. Kitt began looking for additional home-based
work to supplement her seasonal tax jobs while she homeschooled her boys.
"It was my mom who said, 'You have a beautiful voice for phone sex' and that was all it took.
Soon, I was working as a phone-sex operator for a few companies, earning money right from
home while the boys napped," said St. Kitts. "Within two weeks, I was completely enamored
with being a Domme (dominatrix)."
One night while scrolling through an online message board for sex workers, St. Kitts noticed a
series of posts with questions regarding filing income taxes. A closer look revealed a bunch of
financial misinformation. Armed with her vast tax-preparation experience, she decided to step in
and began answering questions and posting advice.
"Before I knew it, I had escorts, cam models, porn actresses, strippers, phone-sex operators, sex
educators, and female impersonators all asking me to file their tax returns, and just like that my
tax work blossomed," said St. Kitts.
Shortly after she pivoted her home tax office services to cater to this niche, launching the Tax
Domme website, which carries the tagline "Bringing tax liability to its knees," and offering
virtual tax preparation services for sex workers — and she's been helping whip their tax returns
into shape ever since.

Playing the role of tax preparer and sex worker
While St. Kitts gave up working for the phone-sex lines in 2013, she remains an active part of
the sex-work industry working under the name Domina Lori and engaging men in virtual chastity
domination and orgasm denial by phone, email, text, and webcam. She offers a menu of services
that include select in-person meetings in public places where physical or sexual contact is
prohibited.
According to St. Kitts, now 51 years old, divorced, and a grandmother (her grandson was born
on April 15, Tax Day!), her live-in boyfriend doesn't seem to mind.
"Not everyone is comfortable talking to strangers about their work, especially when it's sex
work, but everyone needs to fulfill their obligation as a taxpayer," said St. Kitts.

Fighting misinformation and providing a safe space for sex
workers to properly file
There's a lot of stigma attached to sex work, so often times workers are reluctant to file tax
returns because they're concerned they could get in trouble — but tax evasion or filing a
fradulent return comes with a much stiffer penalty than sex work.
What most people don't realize is that Section 6103 of the Internal Revenue Code prohibits IRS
employees from disclosing tax returns to law enforcement authories unless the individual is
already under investigation for wrongdoing, which essentially means they can't come after you
just for being a sex worker.
There's also a lot of misunderstandings and bad information circulating within the industry
keeping sex workers from filing their tax returns.
For instance, Amberly Rothfield, a six-figure phone-sex operator and webcam perfomer who
wrote the book "How I Made $10,000 a Month as a Phone Sex Operator," admitted that she
didn't pay taxes for years until she began working with the Tax Domme.
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"I know it sounds dumb, but I thought my taxes were being paid directly through the platforms I
worked for. I thought the money came out of my check," Rothfield told Business Insider. "Lori
taught me how to call the IRS and get a hold of someone to speak to without being scared. More
importantly, I learned how crucial it was to pay my taxes on time. I am proud to say I'm all
caught up. It was scary owing almost $100,000 by the end of all the fees, but taking the fear out
of the situation and finding my power was a great thing."
It's routine for taxpayers to ask what can and can't be considered a tax write-off — and sex
workers are no exception — but at times their deductions may be a little different than the runof-the-mill business expenses.
"If you're deducting sex toys, you need to prove they're strictly for business and not for personal
use, so I always suggest featuring them in your advertising and marketing materials," said St.
Kitts. "If you're going to try to write off your breast implants, they should be 800cc ( the largest
size silicone implant legally sold in the United States) so that they can be considered 'working
breasts' and similar to a company car they depreciate over their lifespan. As funny as it sounds,
you'll need to prove that your breasts are only augmented for professional purposes, not personal
use."
For example, in 1994, an exotic dancer known as Chesty Love sought a depreciation tax break
from her breast augmentation in the 80's. The IRS argued it was a personal cost, and in an
interesting turn of events, the tax court ruled in the dancer's favor, declaring her breasts a
business expense.
Something almost all sex workers worry about, said St. Kitts, is what they should list as their
occupation, but she added that they needn't worry.
"You can be as general as you'd like in terms of filling out that field. For instance, instead of
saying stripper or cam model, you can say 'performer or entertainer,'" she said. "And at the end
of the day, aren't we all just entertainers?"

